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The SECOND EDITION corrected and improved, with large Additions, 
an Appendix addrefy'd to an Objector, . 
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"HE - main Poe of the following Papers having had the 
Honour of receiving the Approbation of ſome of the 
bel Writers of the Age, and vet ſeveral Objections having 
been ſent to the Author; ; it was jadged proper that they 
ſhould ſee the Light in a SECOND EDITION with 
tuch Supports as appear'd neceſſary. „CC 
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N this curious and wn” on Age, when moſt Subjects of Im 
portance have receivd a juſt Determination, it appears to 
me that the Amount of the Evidence of Chriſtianity has 

not been ſo exay ſettled, as the very great Importance 

of it deſerves. N LP» 1 

l The ſtraining Evidence too high is naturally attended 
vVvich evil Conſequences. For even the Injudicious 
nn frequently able to diſcover that the Argument does not 
conclude what is propoſed, haſtily infer that it does not conclude any thing in 

Favour of the Cauſe which it is forced to ſerve. But, on the contrary, the Re- 

__ preſenting Evidence leſs than it really is, as naturally draws with it Conſequen- 


* 


— 
*4-. 


des egually bad. For the Enemies of a Cauſe never fail to make great Advati- 


tage of the Conceſſions of it's Patrons. And tis frequently impoſſible to defend 
even the beſt Cauſe on falſe Conceſſions. ? Tis therefore plainly the Duty of a Pa- 
tron to repreſent the Evidence of his Cauſe neither higher nor lower than the 


5 33 That tis peculiarly fo in the Caſe of Religion, muſt be obvious, e 


Errors committed in the Defence of it, muſt be of the moſt pernicious Cenfe- 
quence. The amount of the Evidence of Chriſtianity has long and frequ#n:ly 
been the Subject of my moſt ſerious Reflections. And from it's Importante and 

the Inaccuracy with which it has been inquired” after, I conclude, that if I 
ſhould be ſo happy as to find the true Weight, I might do more real Service 


to the Cauſe of true Religion, than by ATL. my orurr Writings of what 


Reb Mer 
Papiſts and Proteſtants in general differ very much in their Accounts of this 
Matter, as well as moſt others of great Conſequence. Thoſe of the Church of 
Nome have very readily placed an infallible Guide at the elm to pilot their leaty 
Veſſel. So that their Method of proving the Demonſtration of the Goſpel, is 
very eaſy, They only point to their infallible Sreer/man, But Proteſtants were 
not ſo wiltully blind, as nor to ſee the many Rocks on which this blundering 
Pilot hurried his Veſſel. And therefore having diſmiſt themſelves from any En- 
gagements on that Bottom, choſe to truſt every Man his own Eyes. © Vet they 


were not fo conceited as to imagine themſelves zb/olutely infallible: And con- 


cluding (too haſtily, as We ſhall ſee in the Sequel that if themſelves were not 
intallible abſolutely, they cou'd not be aſſured that they were in the right 
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Way, they have very generally declared to the World, that PROBAULY . 
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iin this ed — 1 pe 2 \ the 8 mean Time i it 8 5 THO 
=  * Fifficient to obſerve, that th Na ad male no ſmall Advantage of this Mo- 
> | = ol! For tis natural to ſu that in the tormy Voyage of Life the Gene- 
. ." rality of Mankind not having Eyes good enough to ſee f hings diſtinctly, and 
. "IA being greatly deſirous of feering to the Haven of Reſt in another Like z will 
- | FS: truſt themſelves in the Hands of Perſons affirming that they are afſured 
299 < - © of beingin a right Courſe, than reſign themſelves to others confeſſing that 
dite Dobsrrol. of the Rectitude of their Steerage. DovunTrut, I ſay, betauft 
Nr 85 the* We uſe the Word emphatically to > that State when We inde 
ger -- —- thee Way; yet tis a/ways proper when only follow PROBABILITY... / - 
RE. ©. Before I apply myſelf to ſhew that onthe Principles of Proteſtants the Goſp 
>, - -  adinits a ſtrict: metaphyſical Demonſtration of it's Truth, I wou'd obſerve h, 
Protestant Writers are fully ſenſible of the Expediency of ſuch a Proof. I j 
© + not draw together a Group of them. The Teſtimony Bo ot. one famous for. his 
Skill in Controverſy, and whom I chooſe on Account mething remar table 
in bis Declaration, will make this Point appear. . 
4 Tes conderned (ſays he) 10 obviate an Objection which 1 e from 
A IM anorber Quarter, . by this Way of Arguing I mike the Grounds of . 
RR... ihe Chriſtian Revelation to be but PROBABLE and not ABSO- 
err INFALEIBLE. I confeſs 1 de fo. — But then I ſay fur- 
N 1 —- . tba ar He who npon this, ibo but PROBABLE, * admit the 5 
n — Revelation, muſt afterwards acknowledge an INFALL LE Rs on 
on (The Neceftiry of Div. Rev. Ser. UI. P. 15h.) Ag 
WW. 1 if We deny or even DOUBT ' Reports... '$ 
Wa as which = PROBABILITY demands a CERTAIN Ment.” (P. 1 
=: © How unworthy Dr Rogers is this Reaſoning ! Upon a PRO Evidence 
* Me believe that 8 a Book was dictated by a Spirit which is INFAL- 
= — OI UL E—Therefore—We are CERTAIN, We are INFALLIBLY convihesd thut 
I it was dictated by ſuch a Spirit. Yet who knows not that EH Paggannivy 
du doe Side fuppoſes POSSIBILITY on the other, and conſequently. ſhowed: be. 
attended by Dover ! * 
> The Truth of the Caſe appears to be this. Dr R. ſaw chick Grounds" f 
ouyr Belief, che Evidence of Miracles, Gg. confidexed anSoLuTELY in chem- 
—_— Helves,” (for [ ſhall: ſhew that there is a ear an important and neceſſary. Diffe- 
ee id copfidering them AssOLUT ETV and REL ariveby ) are ONLY Pazo- 


F 
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4 LE. He cou'd not diſcover any Medium by which to connect them wich 
, RT. + What d cERTAIx ; yet he (hv. the Expediency of Maintaining that we are rn- 


* FALLISLY- CONVINCED. of the Truth of our Religion: And neee 
15 > char PAQBABLE Sync: gave De eee Conviltion. > | 


. ® Let my Antagoniſts ſhew Y the ane ae Da erraten do bot, 
1.4 "a 8 N "as much As Words can, exclude ALL Dou. Elſe muſt they owa, that the vidence of 5 — 
nit is plaialy aſſerted by 87 Paul to "ye DEMONSTRATIVE, ; | 


N 


Ki] - Jo Oed to the! main Truch which 1 propoſed we pws "tis ſaid, 
wb s demonſtrative Evidence of the Truth of our Religion; wou'd 25 The 
Nature of Faith and Obedience : And that the Evidence which We actually bavs 
Chriſtianity, does not amount to a Demonſtration. Now if either of theſe 
oints can be proved, it is ſufficient for our Adverſaries. For if Demonſtra- 
tive Evidence of the Goſpel do deſtroy Faith in, and Obedience 20 it, tis incon - 
ſiſtent with God's Goodneſs to afford ſuch. 
Let us then conſider the Nature of Faith or Obedience which conſiſts in be- 
heving every Thing to be true which God affirms to · be ſo, tho" we know not 
the Manner how it can be; and in performing every Thing which He com- 
mands, tho* we know not the Reaſons of his Command. Now before what He 
has affirmed or commanded, can be the Object of our Faith or Obedience; We 
muſt know that He has affirmed or commanded it: And the Greatneſs of the 
Evidence that He has ſo done, is ſo far from deſtroying the Nature of Faith 
or Obedience, that it makes the Duty more reaſonable. Infomuch, that if We 
Have a demonſtrative Evidence of a Religion's coming from God; our Adhe- 
rence to that Religion muſt be the moſt reaſonable that can be: 1 
. Yet are Men apt to conceive, that F tbey believe a Thing, N it as 
Seing affirmed or commanded by God; the leſs Evidence there is af im being derivel 
from Him, the greater Readineſs they foew to obey bis Will, the greater is their . 
18 Obedience, &c. 
No this is an Error, tho“ built on a very plauſible Foundation. For mh 
is valuable or praiſe-worthy in the Alfent to and Practice 3 


Evidence of the lead thay clic are affirmed or commanded * 3 2 
except that Diſpoſition of Mind which makes Men depend upon Send "Vf 
in ; and Goodncs in Commanding ? = And face wis Diſpoſe. va 


tion. is exexciſ when the Evidence is great as when ieaſt 3 fn God 4 
needs none of the Obſcurities in Evidence, in order to aſſure himſelf of the Be 
Sincerity of his Creatures; eee e God. upon , 
Evidence may ſeem to Men who judge auy by Appearance, more exvellcnc 

220 valuable than on greater; yet to God who clearly ſees the Heart, nn 

ge and reward Us, there is #o Difference in Faith or Obedience on Abit Ac- 
—— 


Nay, ſo lar is it from. being true, that the Smallnefs af Ewiderice Sn 4 
Faith or Obedience more aceeptable to God, that We affront Him and cum- of 
mit a very dangerous Error, if We afſent to and practiſe Things N er 5 
.commanded by Him, without carefully ſettling. the Terms upon which it is n 

| N to receive them as the Objects of. Faith. and Obedience. 1 

eee, 5 of e — | 8 


ys, { 5 „316. of his buman Underſtanding 
2 n N. 6 8 2. ell as Mat 
Modeſt as de aſen chat Me Locke an thus in 


A ' Wand 
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+he-Regroot of his Lord. He had ſeen his Lord's greareft Miracles, He had 


1 


a<cording to my Adverſaries the leſs of this Evidence is ſeen; the more acceptable | 
0 God will an Aſſent to this Religion be. But tis manifeſt that the 1% Induſ- 
ery is uſed to diſcover this Evidence, (cæt. par.) the leſs of it will be diſcerned: 
That is, the 7e/s we uſe our F aculties, the more acceptable We ſhall be to that 
God who has given them to be uſed. Nor will this abſurd Concluſion fairly de- 
duced from the Principles of my Antagoniſts, be” avoided by ſaying, that ane 
Duty cannot be inconſiſtent with another : That it is our Duty to uſe our Facul- 
ties ; aud that therefore, ibo Faith and Obedience be more noble, and therefore 
acceptable to God, upon leſs Evidence; yet this muſt be confined to ſuch Limits 
«s allow the full Exerciſe of our Faculties. Tho' this Apology, I ſay, be plauft- 


Ve, it does not void the Concluſion. For Yits abſurd to ſuppoſe that the fut 
_ Exerciſe of our Faculties given Us to conduct Us to Perfection, ſhould even 


OCCASIONALLY render Us incapable of a greater Sublimity of Faith and 
Obedience, and conſequently hinder our Advances to Perfe&tion. © © 
In ſhort it appears that this Miſtake about a demonſtrative Evidence deſtroying 
Faith, has ariſcn from a Want of Diſtinction between the Evidence of a Religion 
IN GENERAL, and the Evidence of PAR TIcuIAR Doctrines ſuppoſed to make 
Part of the Syſtem. That the Evidence of the Truth of a Religion in GENE- 


nA, and conſequently of the PARTICULAR Doctrines IMPLICITLY, (chat 


is Id SOME SENnse,) may be demonſtratiue without any Injury to the Nature of 
Faith and Obedience, has appeared /ufficiently. But that the Evidence of ALL. 
the Doctrines cannot be EXPLICITLY, (that is IN A PARTICULAR 
S ENS E) known to Demonſtration, without deſtroying Faith and Obedience, 


s equally evident. Since Authoriy, the vg Foundation of them, muſt then 
be out of the Queſtion. LENT LOTS TI E193 #6. 7144 5 


If this Matter already very plain, needed any Illuſtration, I wow'd-obſerve, 
that if an Evidence of Religion EQUAL to Demonſtration, was deſtructive of 
Faith, Ge. the firſt great Preachers of the Goſpel muſt have been incapable of 
true Obedience, and conſequently the Reward. Then muſt St. Paul, WhO was 
a choſen Veſſel to the Lord, have been under a ſtrange Deluſion either when He 
imagined that he ſaw Chriſt Jeſus in his Glory, and afterwards when He was 
-rapt:into' the. third Heavens and beard. unſpeakable: Things, and conſequently had 
an Evidence of the Goſpel's Truth EQUAL to Demonſtration ; — or when 
He apprehended a Crown of Glory, the Reward of Obedience, to be treaſured 


up for him. I muſt take ſome Notice of our Lords Declaration to St. 7 homas, 


becauſe an Objection may be thence deduced. ** Thomas, becauſe Thou baſt:ſetn 
% Aſe, Thou baſt believed: Bleſſed are They which have not ſeen, and yet have 
<<: believed.” Jobn Ch. xx. v. 29.75 eee een enen 
The Requeſt of an Evidence equa] to Demonſtration, the repeated Teſtimony 
of more than one Senſe, is not here reproved. Had this been the Caſe, our 


- 7 


Lord would not have afforded the Evidence which the. Apoſtle deſired. It was 


an Ob! icy. and wrong Notion of Chriſt's Power, which drew on St. 7 


ſeen 


. * 
«Mx 
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ſeen Rim raiſe the Dead: Whence He had the greateſt Reaſon to believe thac 


the ſame Power could raiſe our Lord himſelf. Eſpecially fince it was ſo 


eld only in itſelf. Beſides, He was aſſured by the concurrent Teſtimony of Aux 
the Diſciples, that they had feen their Lord, and converſed with Him. And 
He had not the leaſt Reafon to believe that they cox'd be deccived, or tn A 
Join to deceive. | 


There is am Opinion of that learned, judicions, and pions Writer, who does 


Honour to the Sce of Briſtol, which may ſeem to oppoſe the Truth which 1 


am maintaining. As I am always ready to ſuſpect my own Reaſoning, when 
it contradicts the Sentiments of fuch excellent Perſons, as Dr. Butler, for whom _ 


* OO n I ſhall be allowed to ſhew that my Opi- 
te 1 


nion is not inconſi: 


excellent Biſhop) the Practice of it is to them unavoidable, unleſs they witt 


= do a conſtant Violenre to their own Minds ; and Religion is ſcarce any more a 
« - Diſcipline to them, than it is to Creatures in a State of Perfeftion. Yet theſe 
<* Perſons may poſſibly fand in Need of Moral Diſcipline,” &c. (p. 333, Sc.) 


Again he fays, The Apprebenſion that Religion may be true, does as really la 
* Mer under Obligations, as a full Conviction that it is trus. (p. $26, &c.) 


Tho I maintain that Chriſtianity admits the Ey of Demonſtration, 1 


pretend not that AL, nay that even the GenBxALITY of Perſons to whom. ic. 
is addreſs'd, can diſcern the Evidence in this Degree. The Capacities of Men 
to whom Chriſtianity is addreſs'd, the Attention which they employ, the Views 
in which they confider it, the Prejudices ariſing from Education, from Habit, 
from the Paſſions or Conſtitutions of the Body, are ſo extremely various; that 


the Evidence muſt in almaſt an infinite Variety of Degrees: And ts all. 
_ theſe Perſons except the Few who diſcern it demonſtrative, may conſtitute a 


conſiderable Part of their Trial. Nay, even to the Few who diſcern it co a- 


mount to Demonſtration, it may have made a conſiderable Part of their Trial, 
before they could ſee it in this Light. Nay, even afterwards, the Difficulties. 
of conceiving how many ſpeculative Doctrines can be true, remain as great as 
ever: Amply ſufficient to exerciſe Man's Reaſoning Pride: A Paſſion which in- 


creaſes with his Advance in Knowledge, and his Superiority to other Tempta- 


tions: A Paffion whick is fo far from ſuffering am Man to be exempt while on » 


Earth from Moral Diſcipline, that it peruliarly conſtituted the Moral Diſcipline. 


of Angels; and Numbers of them fell in the Exerciſe of it. So that abſtracting 


from every other Confideration, the Evidence of Chriſtianity affords ample Mat- 


ter of Trial, even on a Suppoſal that it is demonſtrably true. As to the other 

Aſſertion, that He who diſcovers a bare Probability of a Religion's being true, ix 

donnd in Duty to embrace it; tis fo far from being inconſiſtent with my main 
| i C 


Pro- 


able to the Ou Tęſtament and Chriſt's Declaration before his Paſſion. So chat 
the Report of our Lord's Reſurrection was moſt highly credible when conſider 


nt with his Reaſoning. | 4 
* When theſe latter Perſons | Men of Senſe ] have à diftint# full Comviffion- 
% of the Truth of Religion without any poſſible Doubts or Difficulties, { fays che 


4 „„ „„ „„ 
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Fropolition, that I ſhall uſe 8 2 a Proof in the Sequel. So that the good Biſhop's 
A ſfertions and mine are conſiſtent. | 5 T VF 
I chall be allowed by this noble Author to examine freely another Paſſage of 
kis very juſtly celebrated Work. Sill perhaps it will be objefted, that if a. 
« Prince or common Maſter were to ſend Directions to a Servant, he would take 
Care that they ſhould always bear the CERTAIN Marks who they came from, 
& gau that their Senſe ſhould be always plain. So as that there could be no POSSE 
„BLE Doubt, if be could belp it, concerning the Authority or Meaning of them.” 
(p. 339, &c.) His Lordſhip anſwers, that God does not afford us much Informa- 
« ton with reſpett to our Temporal Affairs and Intereſts.” (p. 340) This I rea- 
dily allow: Yetwith all proper Humility obſerve, that the Caſes are widely dif- 
ferent: And that becauſe God does not give us Directions which appear in the 
plaineft Manner his, concerning ſuch Trifles as our temporal Affairs, We muſt 
not ſurely conclude that He will not afford ſuch Inſtructions in the Affair of 
Religion, which is of the greateſt conceivable Importance, and in which we are 
much more likely, by the Weakneſs of our Natures, to be deceived, than in 
And indeed his Lordſhip ſeems diſſatisfied with his own Anſwer, when he 
adds: <* There is a full Anſwer to this Objeftion from the very Nature of Reli- 
gion : For the Reaſon why a Prince would give his Directions in this plain Man- 
ner, ts, that he abſolutely deſires ſuch an external Action ſhould be done, without 
concerning himſelf with the Motive or Principle upon which it is done: i. e. be 
regards only the external Event, or the Thing's being done; and not at all, properly 
ſpeaking, ihe doing of it or the Aetion. DIA.) | e 8 
I anfwer, if the Prince is at all wiſe, (and the Objector cannot be ſuppoſed to 
ſpeak of a fooliſh one,) He does very much regard the Motives upon which 
his Subjects act, i. e. properly ſpeaking, the Action. He reſembles the Lord 
of the Univerſe. He deſires that his People may be happy, happy by obey- 
ing wiſe Laws as ſuch, happy by acting upon good and conſiſtent Motives, ſuch 
as tend to make their Conduct uniformly conſtitute the Happineſs of themſelves 
and their Fellow Subjects. He deſires that his Authority may be obeyed with 
a rational ReſpeF to his Wiſdom and Goodneſs. He has no true Satisfaction 
in the Performance of any Action how agreeable ſoever it may ſeem to his Will, 
if he knows that it is done upon a bad Motive, ſuch as will naturally incline 
the Performer to do direly the contrary, when He hopes to eſcape Puniſhment. 
In all this I ſay, a wiſe and good Prince exa#ly reſembles the Governor of the 
Univerſe, whoſe Vicegerent he is. Therefore with all proper Reverence I pre- 
ſume that the excellent Prelate is too ſevere upon the Objector, when he ays, 
* There is NO SORT' of Parallel between the Caſes.” (ibid.) He adds, But 
if the Prince be ſuppoſed to regard only the Action, i. e. only to defire to ex- 
erciſe or in any Senſe prove the Underſtanding or Loyalty of à Servant; be © 
would not always give his Orders in ſuch a plain Manner.” (ibid.) As to a 
Proof of the Underſtanding conſidered /eparately from Loyalty, it has 20 Re- 
EE lation 
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lation to the preſent Queſtion, And tho' I am uneaſy at even the Appearance 
of oppoſing Biſhop Butler, yet I mult be ſo faithful to Truth as to declare, 
That if the Prince be wiſe and good, he will always think that he has ſufficient 
Proof of the, Underſtanding and Loyalty of his Subjects, if they readily perform 
any Commands, the Execution of which is attended with great Pain and Difh- 


culty, tho? thoſe Commands MOST. PLAINLY come from him, and their 


Meaning cannot be doubted of. And if he*capriciouſly tries their Obedience 
by giving-Commands obſcurely, he cannot with Appearance of Juſtice puniſh 
them for Non-Compliance, becauſe. it ay proceed from their not being able to 
diſcover the Commands to come from him, or the Meaning of them. Lis 
true, God can always diſcern whether that Non-Compliance proceeds from this 
Cauſe or from Obſtinacy; and therefore can always either juſtiy allow the Ex- 
cuſe, or puniſh the Tranſgreſſion. Yet ſince God does not make any Trials of his 


Subjects for his own Information, but that of zheir Fellow-Subjefts ; it is moſt rea- 


ſonable to ſuppoſe that he will take a Method which they can diſcern to be 
agreeable to 155 Wiſdom and Goodneſs, by giving Commands which evidently 
come from him, whoſe Meaning is very plain, and whoſe Execution is attended 
with great Difficulty. However, it appears that in the Chriſtian Scheme there 
is ample Matter of Trial of Obedience, even on Suppoſitien that it's Evidence 
amounts to DEMONSTRATION : And therefore can be no Neceſſity of 
ſuppoſing it leſs on the Account mentioned by Biſhop Butler. . 
i A very maſterly Writer carries this Point even much further than I have Oc- 


— 
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caſion to do. Abſolute Perfection (ſays Dr. Conybeare, p. 18. of his Defence) 


45 as applied to a Law, muſt require ſuch a Clearneſs as to the Meaning and Au- 


<« thority of the Law, as can admit of NOTHING more in any POSSE © 


« BLE Circumſtance.” | 5 

It is maintained by my Antagoniſts, that The internal Evidence amounts only 
to a Proof that a Religion may come from God : — And that which muſt prove 
that it-does ſo, is the External, or the Evidence of Miracles ; which being only 


hiſtorical, how credible ſoever we make the Relators, and the Accounts confidered 


in themſelves appear; it can only amounts to the HIGHEST PROBABILITY, 


I confeſs, that this Evidence conſidered ABSOLUTELY or IN ITSELF, amounts 


ONLY to the niGHesST PROBABILITY ; but when conſidered RELATIVELY ta 


God's Goodneſs, and other DEMONSTRABLE Articles, it amounts to a ſtrict Me- 


taphyſical Demonſtration ; that is, there appears ſo ſtrict a Connexion between 
Chriſtianity and theſe demonſtrable Truths, that We cannot pousrT of the One, 
without. douBTING of the Other. — Thus — : ENT Cong, 
I. God created Man to be happy. No Creature can be happy but by living 
agreeably to it's Nature. It is agreeable to the Nature of a rational Creature to 
live under a Senſe of it's Dependence on the Creator. This Senſe of Depen- 
dence cannot be preſerved without a Conformity of the Creature's Will to the 
Creator's. Therefore an all good God will make Uſe of ALL PROPER Methods 


to render Mankind obedient to his Will. This Will can imperfe#ly" only and 
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: ey firongly incline Men to entertain vunjusT Notions of God: — And if ſo, 
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| with gener Difficulty be found out by the Light of Nature, uhen oft attend- 


ed to; and the Generality of Mankind are unable to attend to it sUrercreNT-. 
LY. The Sanctions of the Divine Law or this Will, can be very imperfe&tly 
diſcovered. Therefore an All-good God muft diſcover his Will ſo as it may be 
known to the GENERALITY of Mankind to whom it is addreſs'd, to be 
* = muſt eſtabliſh it into a Law by ſuch Sanctions as are FIT TEST to af- 
them. | | | 
_ Chriſtianity upp the Defect of the Law of Nature, is eaf/ to be under- 
bod upon THE WhroLs by the GENERALITY of Mankind; is efta- 
bliſhed by the Mor affecting Sanctions. Therefore Chriſtianity muſt either be 
a Divine Revelation, or We can EVER know One. But We muſt know 4 
Divine Revelation, or We might as well have none. And We muſt have one; 
46 above. Therefore Chriſtianity is cexTainLyY true. Q. Z. D. ot 
II. God muſt endeavour by ALL RO ER Maus to make Mankind obey 
his Will ; as above. He muſt intend that they ſhall know it either by Revela- 
non ot by the Light of Nature. If by Revelation; as above: — If by 
Light of Nature; it is aBsoLuTELY INCUMBENT on God to oppose a Religion 
which repreſents Natural Religion as unable to conduct Men to Happineſs ; and 
which in ALL Reſpects is likely to paſs upon the moſt inguifitive Men as a Di- 
vine Revelation. Chriſtianity repreſents Men as unable to do one $1ncLE oO : 
AcT10Nn by their own Power: Natural Religion repreſents them able to do ALL. 


Chriſtianity repreſents Men as FALLEN from their oRIINAIL Purity of Nature: 


Natural Religion repreſents them as oRIOTINALLY created with theſe coRRK UP 
Natures. Chriftianity reprefents Repenrance aLonE as ineffectual to obtain Par- 
don from God, and yet that Pardon 1s obtained: Natural Religion repreſents 


Repentance ALONE as effectual to obtain Pardon of God, or that Nor HI can, 


&c. Sc. Therefore Chriſtianity repreſents Natural Religion as unable to con- 
duct Men to Happineſs. And yet it is likely in ALL Reſpects to paſs upon 
the moſt inquiſitive Men, as a Divine Revelation, as appears from Fag. There- 
fore it was ABSOLUTELY INCUMBENT on God to oprOSsE the Progreſs 
of Chriſtianity. . But Chriſtianity was propagated in. /o aſtoniſhing a Manner, 
Hat eve E turned to it's Advantage. Therefore Chriſtianity, MvsT be 
true. . | 

III. God, as all-good, muſt uſe ALL pROPpER Mrfops to make Mankind 


obey his Will ; as above. In order to this He muſt by EVERY PROPER Me- 


THOD preſerve in their Minds jusT Notions of himſelf. — Now Chriſtianity re- 
preſents God not only as ONE in Reſpe& of SUBSTANCE, but as THREE 
with Reſpe& to PERSON or DISTINCT INTELLIGENCE. It repreſents 
the Deity as UNABLE to forgive Sins without SaT1sFacT1ONn to his JUS- 


1E; and yet that the Deity joined human Nature to his own, in order to 


mate this SATISFACTION, Sc. Sc. Ge. | | | 
I Chriſtianity be falſe, theſe Repreſentations are /o : And if they be falſe, 


an. 
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an ALL-GOOD GOD muſt orrosr a Religion which is Apr to prctive 
in moſt important Points his mo/# OBzDienT SER vA urs — But every Thing 
in Chriſtianity 1 falſe, is ADAPTED thus to DECEIVE. Therefore it u be 
IV. Sanctions borrowed from a future State are APPARENTLY adapted to 
eſtabliſh Obedience to a Law. This was well known in the Age and Country 
in which Moſes was educated, and He well underſtood it. Yet theſe Sanctions 
are intirely omitted in the Fewiſh Law. — Therefore the TEMPoORary Sanctions 
muſt have been introduced in an extraordinary Manner to ſupply their Place. 
Therefore that Diſpenſation muſt have been eſtabliſhed by Miracles. Therefore 
the Jewiſb Law is DEMONSTRABLY Divine. But the Fewih Law is MANI FY STL x 
only a Ground-Work of another Diſpenſation: In which latter the Types of the 
former muſt be fulfilled in a more Spiritual Manner, and in the Courſe of which 
the Propheſies of the former, limited to be fulfilled in a certain Time, ſo ful- 
filled. Now if theſe Types and Prophecies are x07 ſo fulfilled in the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, We can Never know that they are fulfilled. But tis abſurd to 
ſuppoſe that God wou'd give ſuch Types and Prophecies as cou'd never be 
known to be verified. Therefore Chriſtianity mu# be the Completion of the 
Fewiſh Syſtem. Therefore it's Evidence muſt be the ſame as that of th Jewiſh 
Diſpenſation, DEMONSTRATIVE— 2. E. D. ä 
V. In Opinions regarding Practice, and to which the Sanctions of Rewards 
and Puniſhments are annext : if there be but BARE PROBABILITY of theit 
Truth, it is certainly reaſonable to aſſent to and obey them. And it is certainly 
Mos r HIGHLY reaſonable ſo to do, it the Probability be the GREATEST IMA 
GINABLE, and the Sanctions MosT affecting. Tis certainly our Duty to do 
What is certainly moſt reaſonable. Now the Adverſaries with whom TI. here + 
diſpute, allow the veRy HIGHEST Probability of the Truth of Chriſtianity 
and that it's Sanctions are MosT affecting. Therefore tis CERTAINLY o 
Duty to aſſent to Chriſtianity as true, and to practiſe it. But tis certain, that 
an all · good God ANN Or make it our Duty to believe and practiſe a Syſtem of 
Religion which is falſe. Therefore Chriſtianity muſt INFALLIBL be true. 


—— —é— 


VI. *Tis our Duty to embrace Chriſtianity, as above. It was moſt the Duty 

of Perſons in the Apoſtolic Age, becauſe according to our Adverſaries the Evi- 
dence was then grexzeſt. But St Paul declares, That Chriſtians, eſpecially thoſe” 

of the Apoltolic Age, are of all Men moſt miſerable,” (1 Cor. xv. 19.) if in 
this Life only they have Hope. Now if Chriſtianity be falſe, Chriſtians have 


| + Tr has been ſhewn, to the utter>Confuſion of all Deiſts, that Chriſtianity is in every Particular. 


far more likely to be true than falſe, and that there is the very higheſt Probability of it's Truth 
upon the Whole. I am in this Performance diſputing with profeft Chriſlians, yet in. order to make 


the Demonſtration Univerſal, if Deiſts will object any Thing againſt the Probability, which ha. ot 1 


been confuted, I will readily anſwer it. 


„ 


no Ground of Hope of Recompence after this Life. For tis abſurd to 
ſuppoſe that God will reward Men for the Profeſſion of a falſe Religion. 
But it is inconſiſtent with the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodnefs of God to make 
any thing a Man's Duty in the higheſt Degree, which will neceſſarily render him 
very miſerable, and for which He cannot be recompenced. But whatever 1s in- 
conſiſtent with the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God, is inconſiſtent 
with his Being. But the Being of a God is juſt as certain as our own Exiſtence. 
Now it is abſurd to deny our own preſent Exiſtence: and therefore Chriſtiani- 
ty mit INFALLIBLY be true. Q, E. DP). | 5 
VII. If Chriſtianity be falſe, the Goſpel Account of Heaven muſt be ſo: 
For even Infidels allow that on the Suppoſition of a Place like Heaven, Chrif- 
tianity muſt be the beſt, the only Scheme to acquire and be happy in it. Now 
the Goſpel commands us to acquire certain Habits, whoſe Propriety and Rea- 
ſonableneſs + depends entirely upon the Reality of Heaven; fuch are the ſeveral 
Hahits of Mortification. And it is equally inconceivable that God can, with- 
out, changing his own Nature, deprive pious Chriſtians of theſe Habits, as 
that He can deprive the moſt wicked of Mankind of the oppoſite ones. There- 
fore fince Chriſ tians, who have acquired theſe ſanRified Habits of which they 
cannot be deprived, can be happy no where but in Heaven; if there be no Hea- 
ven, God cannot recompence them for having done what was their Duty in 
embracing Chriſtiany, as above. But ſucha Suppoſition is inconſiſtent with the 
Being of a God, as above. Therefore Chriſtianity muſt NECESSARILY be 
.. | 5 | 
"2M 4 laſt Place, (and as a Confirmation of ALL the foregoing DEMox- 
SrRATIONS:) | | evil 
VIII. It is MANIFESTLY ABSURD to ſuppoſe that God is all-good, and yet 
gives the nobleſt of his Creatures on this Earth, ſuch Faculties as they cannot 
DEPEND on in the moſt PRUDENT Uſe of them. But if this Suppoſition is 
_ abſurd, *tis ſo, to ſuppoſe that our Faculties are to be depended upon AT 
ALL, and not in a Subject of the UTMOST Importance. But if in ach 
Subjects, certainly in Religion may they be depended on. And if in Religion, 
that which has not only ALL the Evidence to be round in any other, but alſo 
AL the Evidence which can be DESIKED by reaſonable Men, muſt be true. 


Now 


It may perhaps be ſaid, That the Hope of the Chriſtian tho' i/&grounded, yet ballances in this 
Life, the Mifery which He feels on Account of being a Chriſtian, That it a/leviates very conſide- 
rably his Sufferings, I allow. But he who ſays that the Sufferings of the holy Martyrs how exqui- 
- ite ſoever, were guite Ballanced, reduced to Nothing by their Hopes, muſt be enthuſiaſtic indeed. 
and deſerves to feel thoſe Agonies which he affects not to believe. However, the Point muſt be * ig 
- termined in our Favour upon the Principles of a Chriſtian. Chriſt as the Apoſtle declares, (2) 
For the Foy which was ſit before bim endured the Croſs.” His Hope was ſurely much greater 
than any Chriſtian's can be. Vet we muſt not fay that it defiroyed all the Uncafinels ariſing from his 
Paſſion, * then we deſiroy the Doctrine of Chriſt's Satisfacl ion. 25 Ki 
„ Hev.ix1.'2. St ES 
+ See Sherlock on Death, and Dr. Scot's Works: the latter of theſe excellent practical Divines 
dwell; almoſt perpetually on the Subject. | 5 
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Now Chriſtianity is allowed by thoſe with whom we here diſpute, to have ALL 

this Evidence. It uus therefore be true. Q. E. D. 5 

In ſhort, the State of the Evidence of the Truth of Chriſtianity as deri ved > 
from the inconteſtable Principle, Conſciouſneſs of our own Exifence, is as follows. 

WE ARE: — Therefore GOD 1s'rRoM ETERNITY Y: — *® Therefore *© © 
GOD 1s 000: Therefore CHRISTIANITY 1s TRUE. 9 
How comfortable is this Reflection! How firm a Motive to, and Support of 

us in the Practice of Virtue and Piety! How great a Reward is it of our La- 
bours even while We remain here, to be equally ſure as of our own preſent Ex- 
iſtence, that We ſhall hereafter enjoy an eternal Weight of Glory! — How 
contemptible are all the Objections of Deiſts to particular Parts of the Scheme; 
fince the very Parts which ſeem moſt liable to Exception, afford a Proof of it's 
Truth, by giving Us Occafion to obſerve, that if they had not been true, an all- 
good God would not have ſuffered them to be inculcated with ſo much Weight 
of Evidence as attends Chriſtianity upon the Whole! How vain is the Pretence 
that the Evidence of Chriſtianity being DovBTEUL affords me Degree of + 
yosITIVE PROOF of it's Falthood ! How ridiculons are the Calumnies of the 
Church of Rome; while ſhe: pretends that We deſtroy the Foundation of IN- 
FALLIBLE Afent to the Truth of the Goſpel! Since it appears that the well- - 
proportioned Edifice of our Church is raiſed on the Rock of Truth, of DEMON- - 
 STRATION, while their monſtrous, miſ-ſhapen Building is thrown. together 
on a Mountain of Sand only! yt | 
With great Reluctance am I forced to take Notice of the Unhappineſs of two - 
juſtly — celebrated Writers Meſſ. Hooker andl Chillingworth, in their Attempts to 
ſettle the Amount of the Evidence of Chriſtianity. . . 3 
* bave taught — That the Aſſurance of Things whith We belicve by de 
« Word, is NOT SO CERTAIN as of that We perceive by Senſo. And is 
« it as certain? Yea, I taught (as be himſelf, I truſt, will not deny) that the 
« Things which God doth promiſe in his Word are SURE R unto Us than any - 
« Thing We touch, bandle, or ſee. But are We jo SURE and CERTAIN of 
« them ? Mie be, why: doth God fo often prove his Promiſes unto Us. as he-doth, 
by Argument taken from ſenſible Experience? Me muſt be ſurer of the Proof 
«© than of the Thing proved; otherwiſe it is no Proof. (See Hooker's Anbver 
to Travers's Supplic. P. 231.) 6 95 wa 
How unlike the general Strain of Mr Hooker's Reäſoning is this; — God's | 
Promiſes are SURER and Mons CERTAIN: to us than ſenſible Things; — but We Y 
are not ſo SURE and CERTAIN of them! How unworthy that great Patron of i 
Truth is this Fallacy ; God's Promiſes BEFORE they are proved, are not jo 
CERTATN as the ſenſible Things by which they are proved; — therefore A. 
i hg - 0 & . 
2 pretend not to deduce this Concluſion from the immediately preceding Propoſition ; but from 
the two preceding conjointix. „ c x7 | 
1 See Biſhep Butler's Anal. p. 411. 


| : ( 14 1 8 
TER they are proved, they are not ſo CERTAIN: That is, We are not aa 


certain of the Concluſion as of the Premiſſes whence it flows. 
Mr Hooker adds —*©* How is it that if ten Men do all look upon the Moon, 
every one of them knoweth it as certainly to be the Moon as another; hut many 
« believing one and the ſame Promiſes, all have not one and the ſame Fullneſs of 
«© Perſuaſion? How falleth it out that Men being aſſured of any Thing by Senſe, 
« can be no ſurer of it than they are; whereas the Strongeſt in Faith that liveth 
upon Earth, hath always Need to labour and ſtrive and pray that his Aſſu- 
«© rance concerning Heavenly and Spiritual Things may grow, increaſe, and be 
* augmented?” ibid. | | Vid Dan 7 
I have above ſhewn how Men ſee the Evidence of Chriſtianity in almoſt — 
infinitely — various Degrees, altho” it afford a Demonſtration. And if the Caſe 
wamted Illuſtration, it might ariſe from the Compariſon which Mr Hooker ſug- - 
geſts. For if We take any ten Perſons who have Eyes in as many Degrees of Per- 
tection, and who have as many different Poſitions, and Degrees of Attention, and 
who are influenced in as many different Degrees by Intereſt to believe one Way 
or the other; tis above Tex to One that they will have as many. different De- 
grees of Perſuaſion that the Moon juſt peeping at the Horizon is that Lumi- 
nary, or is only a diſtant Fire on our Earth. And as when a Man is suRE of a 
Thing by Senſe, He can be no suRER; ſo when a Man is SURE of the Truth 
of the Goſpel by DzxmonsTRATIVE Evipencet, He can be no SURER in Pre- 
#riety of Speech. Yet ought He to ſtrive- and pray that his Faith may be 
2 e make more and more Impreſſion: on his Mind, fo effec- 
tally as to influence his Practice. For *tis far from being ſufficient to influence 
our Practice, that Truths an ee demonſtrative Evidence. Some of them 
appearing to be of little or no Conſequence, are preſently intirely neglected and 
forgot. Others appearing to oppoſe what We imagine our Intereſt, are receiv- 
ed with the greateſt Reluctance, and by continued Oppoſition We deceive our- 
ſelves fo far as no longer to eſteem them Truths. It has frequently been obſer- 
ved by judicious Inquirers into Human Nature, that if Matbematical Truths 
made the ſame Oppolition to Men's Paſſions and Intereſts aw Moral and Meta- 
 #hbyfical Ones de, We ſhould hear the plaineſt Demonſtrations in that uſeful 
Part of Learning, oppoſed with“ as much Violence as Queſtions in Theology 
are debated with. The Difficulties which occur in many of the Speculative 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity and the Practice of many of it's Precepts, are great . 
Inſomuch, that it is &ighly agreeable to our Duty and Intereſt, and Senſe of our 
| 5 5 £ .own 
* The Diſputes betwixt our Countrymen and Foreign Mathematicians about the Movement of Bo- 
dies, and the great Oppoſition which the preſent Biſhop of Chyne has made not only to the Doctrine 
of Fluxions, &c. but even the Exiflence of Matter, may furniſh us with ſome Hints of this Kind. 
+ This Reaſoning is confirmed by that Common Senſe to which Poets apply: For the Prince of the 
Latin ones makes his Hero a Pattern of ſuffering Virtue in a State of Moral Diſcipline, tha* He was 


cxx&TAin of the Conqueſt of /ta/y. Juſt as he was zun of gaining the Go/den Bough ; yet the 
Perplexity of the Grove made his Trial. THEE] _— + 
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own Weakneſs, to pray that the Light of Chriſtianity which is t be a, Lamy 
unto our Feet, may thine with the Fallgſt Luſtre. And they Who believe not 
Chriſtianity capable of demonſtrative Evidence, cannot pray for ane of the 
greateſt Comforts and wt. this our Warfare. Beſides, there is a ſtrange 
Inconſiſtency in the Conduct of thoſe who profeſs it their Duty to pray that 
their Faith may increaſe ſtill more and more, and yet place Limits to the Evidence. 
on this Side Demonſtration. — Mr Chilling worth, who alſo maintains that Faith 
in the Goſpel is only a Species of Opinion, proyes (See his Safe Way, p. 330.) 
as I have done in Demonſtration V. that it is CERTAIN LY our Duty to àſſent 
to and practiſe Chriſtianity. How He came to ſtop there, is ſdrprizing: For 
the next Step wou'd have carried Him to a Demonſtration of the Goſpel, as 1 
have ſhewn. nſH„„ 8. % 5 
He objects, (p. 37.) that thinking, conſidering Men not being able to perceive. 
any Difference of Kind in the Evidence of the Truth of the Goſpel Hiſtory and 
any other Hiſtory z and being aſſured that ſuch an Aſſent as ariſes from this 
Kind of Evidence is not a Faith effectual to Salvation; are ſtrongly perſuaded to 
make 8bipwreck of their Faith. I hope I have ſhewn, that SOME. Ira 0 
! 


Men may diſcern a Difference of Kind between the Evidence for che Truth of 
any Hiſtory and the Evidence for the Truth of Chriſtianity, But if the thνε bf 
Gentlemen for whom Mr Ch. apologizes, are reſolved not to allow Chriſtianity 
capable of Demonſtrative Evidence, I will zt deny their Faith effectual to Sal- 
vation, in order to quit Scores. Let them ſuppoſe the Evidence af Chriſtianity 
MUCH inferior to Demonſtration, if their Faith produce ſuch Works as become 
the Profeſſion of our holy Religion, I am content, and perluaded that a-marc:- 
ful God will be ſo. „ 1.246. NY . i 
It is my hearty Wiſh that thoſe who believe the Evidence of Chriſtianity o. 
LY to amount to PROBABILITY, may diſcern. at leaſt and allow it to be che 
HIGHEST imaginable, and never be inclined by a ſuppoſed Want of DEM ON 
STRATIVE EVIDENCE to pay leſs Regard to the Declarations and Commands 
of the Goſpel than they deſerve. And on the contrary, I moſt ſincerely wiſh, 
that thoſe who diſcover and profeſs the Evidence of the Goſpel to amount to a; 
ſtrict Metaphyfical DEMONSTRATION, may not by want of Steadineſs in 
the Courſe of Chriſtianity diſgrace their Profeſſion. i 
I will finiſn the Reader's Labour and my own by this Reflection. Many of 
the Heathen Wiſe Men ſpoke ſuch noble Things of the Soul's Immortality, a. 
ſeparate State of Rewards and Puniſhments hereafter, Sc. that whoever reads 
theſe Paſſages owl V, would ſuppoſe the Authors Mosr roll convinced of 
theſe important Truths. Yet Chriſtian Divines have obſerved» with Triumph, 
that theſe Wiſe Men reduced themſelves to Sceptics, and declared thit.,theſe 
noble Sentiments miGnrT be falſe. And if we, Chriſtians, who pride -ourſelyes + 
upon the clear Light of the Goſpel Day, and boaſt of ſeeing ſo much further » 
and more clearly into the other World than Heathens could do; yet acknow-: 
ledge in our moſt ſober Hours that _ - cannoi' diſcern any ſuch 8 
"4 | ew 
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ſhew the Goſpel to be INFALLIBLY true; and affirm that 4. Miracles a- 

cribed in the New Teffament to our Lord May be the Effects of NATURE 
or the DEVII.; does it not ſeem, that our e muſt be 9 Shomy, 

1 our 11 8 turned to Darkneſs # | 
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An OBJEcTOR. 


ro 15. Sir, that « 7, ſeems juſt to conclude from the Goodneſs of Ged, that 

« He ſhould not ſuffer ax v food Man who makes ALL the Uſe He can of 

is Faculties to fall into Error, in ſo important a Matter as Religion ; but 

, «tht after be bas been as induſtrious in ſeeking the Truth as his Capacities will 
admit, be CERTAINLY and INFALLIBLY find it. Yet we fee that God 
% dogs not do this with reſpefF to PARTICULAR Perſons; nay even that He does 
nf do it with reſpe# io LAROR Bodies and Societies, (for Inſtance the Mabo- 
, welans) among whom there are, vo DousT, Many who ſeek the Truth in 
the Love of it, and make Uſe of the BzsT Lights they have, and yet Do not 
(I might Jay, cannorT) find it.” Pray, Sir, can you affirm of amy Man that 
He xever was guilty of ſuch an Inattention as to ſuffer any one Prejudice to ſeize. 
him? Or will you ſay that one Angle Prejudice may not ſo far indiſpoſe him for 
the Diſcovery of Truth in Matters of Religion, that He ſhall zever be able to 
obtain it, tho he ſeeks in the Love of it? Tou will not certainly ſay this, un- 
leſs you would ſuppoſe yourſelf 5d of God's Spirit, which diſcerns Hearts; 
and therefore you muſt not ſay that any good Man, who is poſſeſs' d of ſuch Fa- 
cultics as render him the proper Subject of a Moral, a Religious Law, and wh 
has conſtantiy exerciſed them as he ought, cannot find Truth in Matters of Re- 
ligion; much leſs ought you to ſay, chat NO an. this is a Caſe with 

large Societies of Men. 

But you are extremely unhappy in your Inſtance, VIS. "this e I 
you ſay, That am good Man cannot diſcover the Falſhood of Mahomeraniſm, - 
you muſt add, he cannor diſcover the Truth of natural Religion. For there can - 
be no Oppoſition. more manifeſt, more irreconcileable than ſubſiſts between 
theſe two Religions. The one repreſents it as our Duty and Intereſt to re- 
{train our Paſſions; — the other makes the moſt extravagant Indulgence of 
ſome on ws * violent and —— of them, Intereſt and Duty of 


every 


— 


— 


Pricious and ridiculous — The one — I need go no further — But if tis impoſ- 


a Perſon, and the vo Flight of Park A TR en bo 
preſents the Deity as poſſeſt of all Perfection; the other repreſents him as a. 


ſible for any one good Man to diſcover the Truth of natural Religion: No 
Reaſon can be aſſigned why any good Man ſhou'd be able to diſcover it. 
And how the Goodneſs of God can be reconciled with a Suppoſition that He 
has given Mankind 20 moral Law, #0 natural Religion, or which amounts 
the ſame, none which they can diſcover, I leave you to ſhew.  * 


You add, Sir, that“ The ſame Thing may le more ſtrongly affirmed of the aus 
tient Philoſopbers. If you mean, that the antient. Philoſophers cou'd not diſ- 
cern the Truth of natural Religion, an Anſwer is above given. If you mean, 
That they cou'd not diſcern. the Falſhood of the eſtabliſh'd Religion of ca- 


theniſm, this amounts to the ſame; natural Religion being as manifeſtly incon- 1 
ſiſtent with vulgar Heatheniſm, as with Mahometiſm. Beſides, in Fact almoſt | 
every one of them did diſcover upon the Whole the Truth of natural Religion, 


and Falſhood of Paganiſm. If you mean, That the Philoſophers, who died 


before Chriſt, cou'd not diſcover the Truth of Chriſtianity, I reply, That 


- 


2 


„ 
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Concluſion; viz. It is poſſible that God may ſuffer A good Chriſtian, nay MAN v 


God's not diſcovering his whole Will is ſomething very different from ſuffering * 
| war Men to be #navoidably deceived by a falſe Religion: And I ſhall, in the 
Sequel, ſhew the former Caſe to be very conſiſtent with God's Attributes. II 
ou mean, That the-Philoſophers, who lived after Chriſt, cou d not diſcover the 1 

ruth of Chriſtianity : I anſwer, That it might eaſily be diſcovered by any honeſt, -% 
ſenſible Men; that vaſt Numbers of very emigent Philoſophers did actually em: 
brace it, and that it appears from their Writings, and their Lives as wrote by - ll 
Philoſtratus, Eunapius, &c. (Enemies to Chriſtianity) That ſuch Philoſo- 

hers as did not receive Chriſtianity, lay under very blameable Prejudices againſt 
3 I hope, Sir, you now diſcover how bad a Foundation you have for this 


„ good Chriſtians, nay ALL the good Chriſtians in the World to be deceived.”* 
You ſhou'd have added, In ſo important a Point as the Choice of a Religion: 
For I allow that God may permit all the good. Chriſtians in the World to be 
deceived in Matters of les Moment. Tou know, Sir, what Penalties are in- 
flicted on ſuch as maim their Fellow- Subjects. And what muſt be done to 
thoſe who mains Concluſionn 1 © | | 
As your foregoing Poſitions are confuted, .I need not give a Place to ther -- 

Helps which you. afford me towards a Confutation. But I will nat be behind. 


in Courteſy. 3 f | | 
Tou will Tay," (ad you) Chriſtianity is, a reaſonable. Religion, Mabometiſin 
« is not fo. I aft, Who is 10 be Judge of that ? A Chriſtian or a Mabometan? 


« If aChriftian ſays, my Religion ſeems to me to be reaſonable, and to have come from 1 
« God; therefore bis (Goodneſs is concerned not to ſuffer me ta be deceived: 4 +3 
« * Mabometan will ſay the very ſame on his Part. If you "Ps That notwith-- 

7 „ and it may be "2 


« ſtanding their different Opinions, Truth muſt be on one St 
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6 diſcovered iu what. Place it is: J. grant it. — Thus, Sir, haye yau. rep £ 


' 1 only A 


ente us as toffitig the Ball to each other, and at ty haye courteouſiy Sf hr 15 
5y Power, If I Have any Sti. And ſince you allow that Truth in Religion 

MAY be diſcovered, I hope you will not defire me to let you hence conclude 
rar al? the good Chriſtians in the World may be deceived in Chriftanity ; ſince 


t appears to imply an Abſurdity to ſuppoſe that God ſhou'd be at the Ex- 


pence” of Miracles,” &c. to render a Truth diſcoverab/e, which yet He knew 


chat #0 Body 091d diſcover. But you ſeem to repent of your Generoſity, and 


to look. for a Retreat at a private Gate, when the great ones are ſhut—** PER- 
„Hp (add you) not infallikly, not with the ſame Certainty, as a dirett Inſe: 
C OO oo 
That we are conſcious of our own Exiſtence is a Maxim as ſelf- evident as 
any. With this I begin my Demonſtrations. Now unleſs you cou'd ſhew 
er Telt-gyigens, een, or Pub, Me 
vour PERHAPS. © © : | 


- 
: 


Pages in Saunderſon's Algebra or Trevigar's Copics, are not as trug, as cer 
ge as infallible as the torteſt in thole er agy dier Books, even where ther 
u fingle Inference from a evident Maxim. The Truth is, <ul 
Perſons ate deceived by confounding the di ferenl Degrees OF EVIDENCE 
Wich the different Degrees OF DIFFICULTY IN DISCOVERING EVIDENCE 
—This Confuſion Wou'd lead, one to conclude, That 15 moſt ſublime Parts af 
New/on's Principia are the leaſt certain; than which Concluſion nothing can 
de more abſurd. I was in Hopes of hearing ng more of Mabemet and. * bt 
„ Piageon piddling at bis Ear- „ OL. tn Foam” 
be Mahometans have the ſame Strength of natural. Reaſon as We, the 
«© Remanifts have the ſame Helps of Learning as We.” 1 might juſtly deny; both 
theſe Aſſertions. How much different Climates contribute to. the Difference 
of Men's Underſtandings, I need not obſerve, while we remember. what the 
Antients ſeverely uttered againſt a Bæotia, and what Moderns vent againſt a nei 


For ſurely you will not ſay, That I! BI which ll many whole 


N 


 bouting Nation. Tis well known that the Warrth of the Climates in which Na- 


hometiſm chiefly prevails, renders the Natives ſo ſubject to every violent Paſ- 
itn,” that they cannot by any Means attend to the calm Dictates of Reaſon. as 
Europeans do. Their Conſtitution gives them a ſtrong. Imagination, amo 
per petually rebelling againſt Reaſon ; as was remarkably the-Caſe of the former 
Intiabirants of the Holy Land, the eus. Who knows not that Romar 
nifts are ſo far from enjoying the ſame Helps of Learning as We, that the Re- 
viver of the now-receiv*'d, Syſtem of the World was ſolemnly d ned on ac- 
count of it, by their Church ? — Who knows not that the old Philoſophy was 
Kei calculated and introduced (as Biſhop Burnet, admirably obſerves) ta 
prepare. Men for the Reception of that moſt abſurd of all Doctrines, Tran- 
ſulſtanliation?— Who knows not that the Romaniſts lock up the Source of all 
tue Learning, viz. Holy Writ?—In ſhort he Who ſhquld deny my Demon- 
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ſtration of Chriſtianity on Account of what Mahometans or Romaniſts ſay, 


2 1414 


would act like, Men who deny the Truth of all Mathematics and Philoſophy on 
ir 5233048 rien N abate . WS HIS Ss — 0 — 5 | | 
Account of the Quibbles.about Points and: Motion, and the poor Indian's br0a4- 
EMI foe e eee Bro VY if eee 
"* Now 304 will not affirm (continue you) that God is bound effefttually io ap- 
« Poſe every. falſe Religion, which may. appear do MANY RONESTH and Ix t 
„ p1VE : Men as true; becauſe in Fat, He does not. J | 


* = 4 * * o 


his Fact, Sir, you take for granted, and it is prudent ſo to do. And 
ſhould my Friendſhip, to you induce'me. to be ſo liberal, as to grant that there 
are Same honeſt and inquifitive Men among Mahometans and Romaniſts, who 
cannot diſcover the Falſity of theſe Religions; yet am I ſure you would not trei- 
paſs ſo far upon my Generoſity, as to ſuppoſe theſe, any confiderable Number, it . 
compared with thoſe vat Numbers of honeft and inquiſitive Men who. cannot 
diſcern Chriſtianity to be falſe. So that altho* God's Goodneſs did not oblige + 
on to interpoſe in Behalf of the former, it might with Reſpect to the aer 


* f 
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USELESS) BRL, 1 „ 2 1 l at cove oder no £175 
The Opinion that there are doubtleſs many very excellent Papiſts; recommends 
itſelf by an Appearance of Charity, &c. but ſeems ill-grounded and pernicious 
to the Intereſts of Religion in general. For as far as Hiſtory enables us to judge 
of the Hearts of Men, ſuch of the Romiſn Communion as have been moſt emi- 
nent for the Appearance of Virtues, have been either Deiſts, who thought Com- 
munion with any Church an indifferent Thing, or ſincere Believers of the Chril- | 
tian Scheme, convinced of the Remiſh Errors, at leaſt the principal, who hoped. 
to procure a Reformation. As an Inſtance af the farmer. Kind, I think I may 
ſafely name a late Poet who did Honour to this Nation, And whoever -rcads 
the Works of Eraſmus with moderate Attention, eſpecially. the Epiſtle i: ; 8 
which he ſays, That Luther had multa bona, and apologizes for not joio- + 1 
ing him, by his Timorouſneſs of Spirit; muſt ſurely ſee that this great Man _ 
was of the latter Claſs: As alſo, doubtleſs, was F. Paul and the other Divines 3 1 
of Venice, who hoped to have effected a Reformation. — You proceed, Sir, dl 
6 If you ſay, That God fhou'd not have permitted the Chriftian Religion to IN 
&« be ſo well culculated to perſuade, and to procure Aſſent from the moſt rational 
«« Perſons, if it was not infallibly true; and that if it was falſe with ſo much 
Appearance of Truth, He ought to have over-ruled it by bis Power and 3 
Providence, &c. .&c : It may be anſwered, That we find that God dees not a 
«« ſupport Truth by bis Almighty Arm, but leaves it to contend witb Falſhood 11 


as well as it can, and often permits the former to be trod under Foot by be "HY 
latter. This Objection, Sir, deſerves Attention. 1 9 
In mere ſpeculative Matters God can never be ſaid to permit Truth to be 8 
trod under Foot of Falſnood. For tho' the Defenders of Truths of this Kind, 1 
may by want of Skill or Attention ſuffer their Cauſe to appear inferior to that 1 


of Falſhood in the View of the Injudicious; yet Truth retains its eriginal Supe- 
riority. Tis the ſame Caſe with reſpect to practical, moral Truths. For tho! 
WE | . „ a : F 7 ; N e f N 
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ne If the Arguments for Cbriſti awed: 
e extort Aﬀent from all thoſe Perſons to whom ich are” propoſed, then 7 
*© humbly conteive that God would be 10 0 to oppoſe them if falſe, of rather it 

* would not be poſſible for them to be falle. Bui this is not the Caſe”” 
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de Vicious and Impious have much the Advantage over the Virtuous' and 
Pious as to Things of this Life; — this very Advantage which Falfhood ſeems. 


to enjoy, occaſions er laſt the Triumph of Truth. For, from this wnequal Pi- 
ſtribution of the good Things of this World with Reſpect to good and evil Men, 
are We enabled to conclude with the higheft Probability the Exiſtence of ano- 


ther World in which the Inequalities ſhall be recompenſed. Nay, this ve 


vnequal Diſtribution is abſolutely neceſſary to conſtitute the State of Moral Diſei. 


pPline, and conſequently to lead Men to Happineſs. — 


The Parience, the Charity, the lively Hope of the Virtuous under cher Di- 


ſtreſſes, on one Hand; — and the Tumults, Paſfions and Diſſatisfactions of the 


Vicious amidſt their ſeeming Succeſſes, on the otber; greatly contribute to pro- 
mote the Intereſts of Truth and Virtue. On all theſe and many other Accounts 


it appears, that God has / plainiy declared his Approbation of Truth and Vir- 
t 


tue, and his Deteſtation of Falſhood and Vice, that *tis not only unneceſſary 
that He ſhould interpoſe his Almighty Arm to alter the general Courſe of Things, 
but ab/oJutely inconſiſtent with the Intereſts which his Goodneſs, inclines him to 
promote. But in Chriſtianity the Appearance of Truth is ſ great that the moſt 


elevated Underſtanding of Man cou'd never yet diſcover the Falſhood of it: 


And the Intereſts depending upon it, are beyond Compariſon with any other. In 
Mort, the very ſame Reaſons: which ſhew- the Wiſdom and Goodnefs of God, 
in not interpoſing in Defence of the Friends of Truth in the general Courſe of 
Things, lead us moſt frongly to conclude that He would interpoſe, if Chriſtianity 
Vf.. W.-H 7 ht 77 7 5 


wore ſo forcible, ſuch' evident Demonſtrations 


If you mean, Sir, that the Evidence of Chriſtianity is not demonſtrutive to any 


Perſons, you only beg the Queſtion. If you mean, that it is not dehonſtrative 
to a te whom it is addreſs'd, I have ſsly allowed it. But then I have 
oßbſerved, that whenever it is difcerned in ſuch a Degree as to make it appear 


more probable'to be true than falſe, it is the Duty of a Perſon to whom it ſo ap- 
ears, to embrace it. And whenever it is the Duty of a Perſon to aſſent to a 
eligiott, it mit be true, or God's Goodneſs will incline him to interpoſe, and 

ſhew it to be falſe. | abs | P 

I muſt confeſs, Sir; you do adimndent Juſtice to the Cauſe which you have un- 


dertaken*to defend, - by- urging the Argument as far as ever it will go in the fol- 


wing Terms. Indeed I am perſuaded that God will not ſuffer any Error into 
«© which a Man is led by a bigh Probability, to be fatal to bim; but, I think, He 


is nb concerned to keep him from ſuch Error.” 
I have above ſhewn' (in Demonfration the VIIth) that the Habits of a Chriſ- 
trian i 6; the neceſſary, natural Conſequences of embracing Chriſtianity if erro- 
de bus, are ſuełr as muſt make Us miſerable, and God cannot prevent. 


Your 
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en following Paragrap h, Sir, is above fully anver viz. * In Borg, * 5 
” Dag does not ſeem to intereſt himſelf ſo vifibly in the World for the Support t of £4" MN 
© either Truth or Virtue, as that We can conclude much from his Inter in; f 
Rh td in the Caſe f Miracles. You then addreſs me in the louie - 
£8 what you ſay concerning the Goodneſs of God, 55 only to the original 04 
66 Conftitutz»n of Nature, and not to extraordinary Efes, of bis Providence ;- 
«© PERHAPS you might as well affirm that God will not fuffer any Man to 
be dectived in the diligent Uſe of his Faculties and Opportunities. of Knowledge, 
« as that he will not Suffer any Man to be deceived by an high Probability in be 
« Aﬀair of Religion. W 
Surely, Sir, what I have faid above, m convince you that there is the wide * 
Difference palible, betwixt the Exerciſe L Men” s Faculties in acquiring Know-? k 
ledge concerning Things merely of this Life, and in the Affair of Religion. 
The Intereſts of the one are an eternal Weight of Glory or Miſery, the Intereſts 1 
of the other are as Dust falling from the Ballance. The remaining Part of dur 
1 Ds is already anſwered, viz; It appears from Fat that God does r 
9 E very diligent Inquirers to be deceived, in ſpite of the higheſt Probabiliy,. 7" 5, 
nay Demonſtration againſt them ; for Inſtance, the Papiſts in the Dofrine* ._ 
bo Tranſubſtantiation. Obſerve, * that the having the higheſt Probability, .. —_— 
nay as og gd againſt them, affords alone a ſufficient Reaſon * God Boe.  -445; FH 
| not interpoſe. * 2% 7 Mg 
I now, Sir, apply niyſaf to your Queres. . | Bn 
Qu. I. * . God muft diſcover bis Will [bis whole Will} ſo as it may bs =. 
known 1% the Generality of Mankind, io whom it is addref %; to be. ir ant =o. 
muſt eſtabliſb it into a Yew by ſuch San#ttons as are fitteſt to a fragt 7 l 3 „ 
are thoſe of Chriſtianity] muſt He not have done it immediately after the fa!“ 
For if it was abſolutely and indiſpenſibly incumbent upon Him ſo to do, it Was.” + 
at all Times and in all Places incumbent.” * 4 
Tho! it may be juſtly. faid to be incumbent on God to 8 to Mankein 4 3 
more of his Will than can be found out by the Light of Natu et ic o e 
be only incumbent on Him to do it in the %% Manner. * And efore if it kak gy? . 
be ſhewn that a gradual ads wi was moſt likely to give a due Influence n 
the Minds of Men, to the Goſf on the Objection is anſwered. Now the great, | 
eſt Beauty and Harmony ne Wiſdom and Goodneſs in the Chriftian-. We 
Scheme, ariſes from the DEN Opening of it, fo that every preceeding Rt 
becomes ſubfervient to the ſucceeding. Beſides, by this Means, the A#entiew @ . . oo 155 
every Age to God's Will, was preferved : And Curioſity, that important Ef: * 
ciple in the human Compoſition was happily employed, while Sons longed td 
ſee farther into the Proſpect of the great eren than their Fathers ben "0 
able to do. os 3 Fe this Means the Prong miraculous. Proof of our E 8 


be Want of Attention to. this DiſtinAion, has led that excellent Writer Dr. Coors 19 lire 1 
p. 427.) that it was not Ee Incumbent on God's Goodneſs to give a Revelation 6 


* 


s \Didine Original, is afforded by a ſurpriſing Variety and ConjunTion of 
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ecies Which Proof muſt have been 1x7;rely loſt, had God's bole Will 


> RE V bera reveale: at once and immediately after the Fall. Still further — Had the 
ER Scheme been zen untold, the Witneſſes who muſt have delivered it to 


che Divinity of our holy Faith, ariſing from it's ſpeedy Progreſs thro* a 
W che meſt Fa area > Bitte m againſt it, muſt have been oof wanting. 


Koh none from thoſe * 3 þ Vings. "Beſides? == in theſe 492 J Revela- 


Generations could have been only two : So that the convincing Argument 


U — N. 
"RY - tion may be denied to for Nations on this de ry Account, and to others becauſe 


reer. As we. ice in BY *act that Chriſtianity as taught at Rome is worſe than 10 
Sh Revelation. — 


rance, and I was never ſatisficd mtirely with any Thing which I met with in 
SS 8 er to this celebrated Objections of the Deiſts. 


aral Religion ſhew the PZeakneſs and Inſufficiency of human Reaſon, and the 
of Revelation to perfect the Scheme. I only fay, That ſome of the De 
of Reaſon in this Scheme are contrary to thoſe which Revelation ſhews 


> ro be true: And add, That the main Truths of natural Religion are abſolute- 
8 Sheceſſary as a Ground-work to a rational Belief of Revelation. Why may 
3 07 natural Religion be a Way io Happineſs (ſince God can expett no more f 


nn ry Perſons than He bas furnib'd them with Light to know, and Ability 
bvererm; ſee Rom. ii.) and yet Chriſtionity be a better Way to Happineſs, 
KP yr a ay to greater Happineſs : 7 All this is very true. If any Perſons 
is £2 #52 e before Chriſt wwere. happy after Death, will you ſay, That it was by the Means 
= of Cbhriſt's Satisfaftion ? ** 1 will indeed. That will be bard to be proved, 


13 PAY e Goſpel of receiving Benefit from bis Death.!“ I anſwer, That it is very eaſy to 
"2923; 6 proved. For ſince "Holy Writ is very expreſs that there is no other Name unde 


; 2 3 TTeaven by.which Men may be ſaved, but that of Chriſt : Other Expreſſions of 


| ES 7 holy Scripture which make Belief in him an indiſpenſable Condition of Benefit 
. 5 5 *Perſons ; z {0 that an explicit Belief muſt be ſuppoſed neceſſary, when his Goſpel 


Mary is only preach 'd implicitly. When wa who formed the Heart perceives 
| 91 | that 


may you,) Ante belteving in Chriſt is made an indiſpenſi ble Condition in the 


they won'd fo 1 33 corrupt it, as to make that Condition wor/e than at 


I have been large in Anſwer to this Quere, becauſe it is of Very great. Im- | 


* 


1 . II. y may not God intend, that we ſhould know our Duty bath by Re: : 
3 fre delation and by ibe Light of Nature? He does intend ſo. And oon d it not 
22 125 ® <0 be better to fay, Chriftianity is perfeftive of natural Religion, than that it is 
8 2 contrary te iu, U allow ſo. I only maintain that ſome of the Doctrines of 


from his Death, muſt be underſtood with Reference to the Circumſtances of + 


18 expheitly propounded, and an implicit one muſt be allowed ſufficient where 


95 
2, 
s 


that any Perſon intirely ignorant of the Goſpel, wou'd have embraced it if fairly 
offered, here is an implicit Faith in Chriſt; and between this and the explicts: Rl! 7 
Faith required of ſuch Perfons as Ju and 7, there are numberleſs Degrees. bs 
No whether is it more agreeable to Reaſon and Scripture, that God fiou'd 1 8 
rdon and make happy theſe implicit Believers on Account of their own v, 8 
imperfeft Works alone, or on Account of theſe, and 4%. with Regard had ta 9 * 
the imputative Righteouſneſs of Chriſt? I think (ſay you) the Generali of Ds 
* gur Divines are agreed, That God was able to forgive Sins without Chili, 
0 Satisfattion ;"'and I may, perhaps, add, without any Satisfaction; fare e 
&* fupreme Governor has an indiſputable Right to forgive or puniſh the Traue 
Fon of his Laws, as be pleaſes.” I never yet ſaw any ſuch Agreement as n.. Sn 
here ſpeak of. Some good Divines may indeed be of Opinion, That it bee. 
comes not ſuch imperfect Creatures as Men are, | ab/o[uzely to determine whe" HE 
ther God cou'd have purſued axy other Method of Satisfaction than the Death ð· 
of Chriſt: Now the Neceſfity of ſome Satisfaction, is all I plead for-. A ! . 
never yet met with the Divine, who cou'd ſucceſsfully: maintain; That G64 
might have made Mankind happy without any Satisfaction:  *Tis indeed a fa- Fn 
We may ſuppoſe him to act in any Manner. But when We conlider 


All good, He appears obliged to declare his Deteſtation of Sin by exacting Satiſ- 


e that we believe Miracles not upon Demonſtration. but hiftorical Probability.” RS oe 
I am ſurpriſed, Sir, that you ſhou'd thus miſrepreſent Mr Warburton's AS 
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5 ke A. Mr Bitop Butler nor rl ever Bid fo —We martin chat find: 


on; but not with a Derree of Belief ſuperior cd the Degree. of Evidence. 
) Vt . My not I have ſuffcient Et idence, and all tbas necda H defived, 
Wh 8 "OA incallibic Evidence?“ Wo may have Evidence: ſufficient (as Tiuft 
id) to ly you lor en Obligation to believe and obey. But ſince greater 
es of Evyidence make Obedlicnce none cheat ful, and the Danger of falli 
2 . 2 ; a 4 Via 1 h? e eee .vidence, . he can never be ſaid fo 
er that He C: reaſonably geſire, ali that his Humility will perſuade him 
—_ unlels Gol has declared that he wil! not give ſuch, Evide ace; whuch is 


EV... ar from being the Cafe with regard to Chriſtianity. « Does net God permit the 
g , wg ; > . 5 ö F q 7 1 1 » ©. +2 4 
#50 2 5559 oF Big Creature, £7 Jar fo zn jt zee in what they think tbe moſt - 
SS 5 943 
12 > SET Jen! 772 bei, facul lies? tt they think that the mo]; prudent tf wh ich 


et bo, dis thro' a farlty nettentian. But God never permits his nobleſt 
Preaures on Earth to b: decavel in what is really the m_ prudeni Uſe of 
"=hcr Faculties iv a Point jo important 2 Chriſtianity. 

de. In reference to Pure IV. tis obſer vable, that even Dr. Conyocare Nod 
de lame Mitike as 1h : Oieftor. Strict te Pcaking, there can be no inter- 
nal Evidence of 2 Revs lation at all.“ p. 43) This is ſurp T1ZIng, becauſe 
_ The Matter is clear as a general Cale, God can ſurely deliver a Law in ſuch 2 


Nanner'that the Pr ecepts of it ſhall have #2 Propriety, nay on the contrary, * 


_— 
np £ . f | 
DO” 8 Hall be aH] aur and inconſiſtent wich cach other and with Commen 
3 Senne, except on 81 appolirion of God's eee ry Interpelmon, And when 
: — tach A Law 18 ton zulged by 2 Pericn nur defiitute of Common Sen ſ⸗ „ and 15 
6 — T f 


2 Need by a People not deficient in #his Relpect; a a COHVINGE: * Argy- 
CER 1 e nt from the «werernal Wyidenc S may be Cre 
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0% lavs Nien as truly under Ohlig ati ons to believe and obey, 8 Demon · Ls . ; 1 


